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Rev. Stephen J. Niermann, Pastor Church:  419-598-8961    Home:  419-598-8181 
Miss Mary K. Rettig, Principal School:  419-598-8702    Home:  419-966-6160 
 Church Website:  www.sjl.org 

 
TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  
 Sermon & Text:  “Apocalypse Counter-balance”     Daniel 12:1-3 
 Order of Service:  Divine Service, Setting Four (Page 203) 

Hymns:  697 ~ 511 ~ [Communion: 793, 637, 741] ~ 515 
  

************************* 
WELCOME Welcome to God’s House of Worship.  Come, one and all, and praise the Lord. May   
   TO OUR the joy of Christ living in us fill His church with thanksgiving.  If you are visiting  
 VISITORS with us today, we are very glad you came.  Please sign the blue card in the rack 
    in front of you and give it to the usher as you leave the church this morning. 
 

************************* 
 

SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE THIS MORNING 
�  Renee Petzoldt, Organist �  Amber Gruenhagen & Kendra Michaelis, Acolytes �  

�  Dan & Deb Wachtman and Evelyn Rohrs & Lois Arps, Greeters ��
�  Delbert & Marian Damman and Eldor & Rozella Gruenhagen, Visitation �  

�  Alan Damman, Andy Damman, Chad Damman, Tim Hodson, Ushers �  
�  Linda Riefers, Marian Damman, Ruth Mahnke, Mabel Bischoff, Altar Guild �  

 
This morning we begin a new study of Luther’s 95 Theses.  
Most of us have heard of this document that sparked The 
Reformation, but how many of us actually know what it 

says?  Thesis no. 1, for example, states: “When our Lord and Master, Jesus 
Christ, said ‘Repent,’ He called for the entire life of believers to be one of 
repentance.”  Right off the bat, Luther’s first hammer blow strikes out against 
the sacramental theology of the church of his day.  What is he really saying?  
Join us as we take a look at the words Luther penned, and compare them with 
Scripture and the teachings of other churches, especially the Roman Catholic 
Church. 
 

MEALS ON WHEELS  will be delivered by members of our church next week, Mon.-Fri.  Please 
contact Melba Elling or Lois Arps if you would like to help out with this volunteer effort. 

  FREEDOM TOWNSHIP                                                              16-035 CO. RD. U ����  NAPOLEON , OH  43545 
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Date Time Activities 
Today 9:00 AM 

10:15AM 
1:30 PM 

Communion Service  
Sunday School; “Time To Spare”; Adult Bible Class 
Ridgeville Community Choir Rehearsal 

Wed. 6:15 PM 
6:45 PM 
7:45 PM 

Junior Confirmation Class (6:15 – 7:30 PM) 
Adult Hand Bell Choir Practice 
Adult Choir Practice 

Thurs. 7:00 PM 
7:00 PM 

Adult Information Class (7:00 – 8:15 PM) 
Ridgeville Community Choir Rehearsal 

Sun. 9:00 AM 
10:15AM 
1:30 PM 
6:30 PM 

Worship Service  
Sunday School; “Time To Spare”; Adult Bible Class 
Ridgeville Community Choir Rehearsal 
LYF Meeting 

Mon.-
Sat. 

7:20 AM Morning Meditations, WONW  1280 AM 
Speaker:  Rev. James Strawn, St. James Lutheran, Archbold 

 
MATTERS FOR PRAYER  – Please keep these people in your prayers: 

�  Stan Moll, receiving hospice care at home 
�  Henry Huner, at Golden Living Center – Northcrest   
�  Earl Elling and Norm Fitzenreiter, at The Lutheran Home 
�  LaVerne Sonnenberg, recuperating at home  
�  Don Dickmann, continuing his rehabilitation from home now 
�  Delilah Buckmaster, scheduled for ear surgery this coming week 
�  Kyle Elling, Justin Atkinson, and Jason Rohrs, currently serving in the Armed Forces 

 

ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT – This year Advent by Candlelight is 
scheduled for Tuesday, Dec. 8th from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  Advent by 
Candlelight is a candlelit potluck dinner and advent program for women 
designed to help us prepare our hearts for the celebration of Christ’s birth.   
 

�  At this time we’d like to identify 18 hostesses to decorate and host 
one dinner table each at this event.  The hostess sign-up sheet and 
additional hostess information are located on the table in the 
narthex.  You may contact Bonnie Niermann (419-598-8181) if you have any questions. 

�  Reservations to attend Advent by Candlelight will be received by signing up on the sheet in the 
narthex or by calling Rozella Gruenhagen (419-599-5428) or Florence Jones (419-598-8370).  
Watch your mail for a personal invitation! 

�  To add to the fun this year we are asking those who will be in attendance to submit a photo of 
yourself from Christmases past that will be used during the evening.  Please identify those in 
the picture and place in the box in the narthex.  Photos will be returned. 

 

LYF MEETING:   There will be an LYF meeting next Sunday, Nov. 22nd at 6:30 PM to discuss 
holiday events taking place for LYF members.  Please bring a snack to share.  See you there! 



 
LOOKING AHEAD TO SPECIAL SERVICES  – As we approach the Advent/Christmas season, 
we want you to be aware of upcoming special services so that you can make your plans to be in God’s 
House. 

·  Thanksgiving Eve (Nov. 25) – Thanksgiving Worship at 7:30 p.m. 
·  Advent Services (first three Wednesdays of December) – Worship, 7:30–8:15 p.m. 
·  Christmas Eve �  Children’s Program at 7:00 p.m. 

�  Midnight Candlelight Service at 11:00 p.m. 
·  Christmas Day - Festival Service with Communion at 9:30 a.m. 

Please note that there will be no New Year’s Eve service this year.  Instead we will begin a new 
tradition of having an evening service on Epiphany Day, January 6.  
 
CHOIR NOTE :  We are encouraging anyone or group who would like to sing or play an instrument 
on December 24, before the Christmas Eve Service, to let Denny Damman know by December 10.  
Call 419-592-3957 or email Denny at ddamman@bright.net.  NOTE:  If you will need piano 
accompaniment, please contact Denny ASAP, so he can get you set up with the proper person.  Thank 
you for your participation. 
 
COMMUNITY CHOIR CHRISTMAS CONCERT  – The Ridgeville Community Choir will be 
presenting their Christmas concert on Sun., Dec. 6 at 2:00 PM right here at St. John Lutheran Church.  
If you are interested in singing with this choir, you can pick up a copy of the music books from the 
church office. The first rehearsal is today at 1:30 PM here at St. John.  The remaining rehearsal 
schedule is as follows:  Thurs., Nov. 19 at 7:00 PM; Sun., Nov. 22 at 1:30 PM; Tues., Dec. 1 at 7:00 
PM.  All rehearsals will be held at St. John.  Please contact Steve Basselman with questions at 419-
445-0525 or basselman@peoplepc.com. 
 
GREETER, USHER, AND ALTAR GUILD SIGN-UP  – If you are interested in serving God’s 
people here at St. John in a way that is much needed and appreciated, would you consider joining a 
greeter, usher, or altar guild team?  The demand on your time in either area of service is minimal, but 
the blessing of rendering service to the body of Christ in its worship is tremendous.  We are preparing 
the 2010 greeter, usher, and altar guild schedules so this is the time to sign-up at the table in the 
narthex.  The sign-up deadline is Sunday, Dec. 6th.  You do not need to sign up again if you are 
currently serving as a greeter, usher or are on an altar guild team.   
 
FINANCIAL FACTS :   Home Fund   Synod & Missions       Building Fund  
Weekly Need                 $9,211.50           $500.00             $961.54 
Rec’d 11/08/09                 $8,064.24                      $236.00            $624.00 
  

ATTENDANCE : 11/08/09 – 318 
 
POINSETTIAS – The 7th and 8th Grades are selling poinsettia plants.  Forms are available on the 
table in the narthex.  In order to have them delivered before Christmas we have set the deadline for 
Wednesday, November 25th.  Be sure to fill in the line, “In Loving Memory of” or “In Honor of” if 
you wish.  This will be published in the bulletin as an insert the Sunday when the poinsettias are 
placed in the sanctuary.  The cost is $7.00 per plant.  A box is placed on the table in the narthex or you 
may bring your form and check to the office or to any 7th and 8th Grade student. 



 
ST. JOHN CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS  - This Advent/Christmas season, the 

Stewardship Board is having a fund-raiser for our church vocation students.  A 
special ornament with our church and school name and picture will be 
available for a minimum donation of $10 – first come, first served.  The 
ornament will be royal blue with white etching (a picture of the ornament is 
posted in the narthex).  All proceeds will be divided between four of our 
young people who are currently preparing for vocations in church work – 
Matt Rosebrock and Justin Hesterman (preparing for pastoral ministry); Darci 

Durham and Haley Gruenhagen (preparing for teaching ministry). 
 

2010 LUTHERAN ANNUAL  – We are now taking orders for the 2010 Lutheran Annual.  It will  
give you the current addresses, phone numbers, e-mail addresses, and Web sites of churches, pastors, 
teachers, and other church professionals; rosters of Lutheran congregations, schools, and their staffs; 
overseas churches and missions; statistical information; and a complete liturgical church-year 
calendar.  Cost is $17.99 each.  Sign up on the sheet in the narthex.  Deadline is Nov. 30th. 
 
ST. JOHN SCRIP REMINDER  – Scrip will follow the normal schedule of returning your orders on 
Wednesdays, with payment to St. John School PTL Scrip Program.  If you have any questions contact 
Jeannette Bostelman, at 419-592-5061 or mjbostelman@embarqmail.com. 
 
CHRISTMAS CHEER PROGRAM :  Henry County Christmas Cheer Program has begun its 
collection of canned goods, dry goods, and paper products for low income and needy persons in Henry 
County.  We are collecting items until Mon., Dec. 7th.  A box will be placed in the narthex and a barrel 
in the fellowship hall for these items to be dropped into.  No Microwave items! Some examples are:   
Canned Vegetables, Canned Fruit, Canned Soup, Canned  Meats; Macaroni & Cheese Mixes,  
Spaghetti Sauces, Tomato Juice, Broth, Noodles, Spaghetti, Instant Potato Mixes, Stuffng Mixes, Cake 
Mixes, Syrups, Crackers, Peanut Butter; Pudding, Jell-O, Frostings, Fruit Juices, Coffee, Tea, Kool-
aid, Chocolate Drink Mixes, Facial Tissues, Toilet Tissue, Paper Towels; Bar Soap, Toothpaste, and 
Shampoo. 
 
TREE OF LIGHTS  – Helping Hands, Loving Hands Christmas Tree of Lights – You are invited to 
join fellow Christians with your “helping hands and loving hands” by honoring/remembering a loved 
one with a name on the ribbon to help decorate the “Christmas Tree of Lights” at The Lutheran Home 
in Napoleon.  If interested, pick up a blue sheet of paper from the table in the narthex, fill it out and 
send it in, along with your donation to:  The Lutheran Home, c/o JoEllen Hawks, 1036 South Perry 
Street, Napoleon, OH  43545. 
 
SYMPHONY OF TREES presents HOW THE GRINCH STOLE CHRISTMAS Sunday Brunch on 
Sunday, Nov.15th with serving until 1:00 PM at the AMVETS, 2250 N. Scott St., Napoleon.  The cost 
is $8.00 for adults, $5.00 for children 4-10 years old and free for those 3 and under.  Proceeds to 
benefit child abuse programming for the Center for Child and Family Advocacy, Henry Co. CASA, 
and the Henry Co. Hospital Child Advocacy Collaborative.  
 



 
THE LUTHERAN HOUR  – The theme for today is, “Christ is Coming” based on Mark 13:13.  War, 
disaster, and persecution are signs that the world is coming to an end—but no one knows exactly 
when.  Any guesses?  Tune in today at 12:05 PM and listen to Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus deliver his message 
to us on this topic over Napoleon’s WNDH 103.l radio station.  You can also tune in on Sunday 
mornings at 7:30 AM over Archbold’s WMTR 96.1 FM radio station.  
 
FILLING HOME ANNUAL MEETING OF ASSOCIATION CONGREGA TIONS – As a Filling 
Home association congregation St. John, Freedom is entitled to send two delegates to the annual 
meeting on Monday, November 23rd at 7:00 p.m.  This meeting will be held in the Filling Home 
chapel.  Delegates will hear reports, elect four persons for the Board of Trustees, and have an 
opportunity to ask questions about this ministry of mercy – and 
perhaps even have a tour of the facilities.  If you would like to 
represent our congregation at this annual meeting, please speak 
with Pastor Niermann.  Your names will be formally presented to 
the church council for approval. 
 
THRIVENT NEWS  – We have learned from Thrivent that their GivingPlus gift matching program is 
being terminated at the end of this year due to low member participation.  Through this program fewer 
than 5% of Thrivent members were directing a disproportionately large amount of Thrivent’s 
charitable dollars.  Next spring Thrivent will introduce a new program called “Thrivent Choice” that is 
designed to get more members involved in giving to organizations they care about, including schools 
and churches.  This new plan will be based on each member’s relationship with Thrivent – the more 
Thrivent policies and investments you have, the more you’ll be able to participate in directing its 
charitable dollars. 

So we ask like all good Lutherans, WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?  It means that if you’d 
like to give a gift toward our septic project and have it matched 50% by GivingPlus, time is running 
out.  Thrivent also informed us that matching funds through GivingPlus will be depleted before the 
end of the year --- it’s first come, first served.  So if you’re a Thrivent member and would like to give 
a gift to be matched by GivingPlus, the time to act is sooner than later.  A maximum gift of $600 
becomes $900 toward the septic project.  Use the forms available in the narthex designated as St. John 
Lutheran School. 
 
“WORSHIP FOR SHUT-INS”  – If you have a relative or friend who is homebound, hospitalized, or 
recovering from a recent surgery, you may suggest this 30-minute LCMS worship service to them.  
Worship for Shut-Ins airs Sundays at 9:30 AM on WLMB Channel 40 (Dish 7826). 
 
LARGE PRINT & CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY BULLETINS  are available today on the table in the 
narthex.  The Children’s Bulletins are coordinated with the Bible texts for each Sunday, and provide 
activities that tie in with the weekly themes.  Pick one up today for your child. 
 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT … 
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“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. 

Each day has enough trouble of its own.”  (Matt. 6:34) 



 
 
HEARING ASSISTANCE IS AVAILABLE :  If hearing in worship has been a problem for you, 
pick up one of the receiver units for our hearing assistance system.  An usher will assist you and you’ll 
hear much more clearly.  (Also, please let us know how the system is working for you.)   

For those who use the hearing assistance system regularly and for the sake of hygiene, we  
ask that you claim one of the ear buds as your own and keep it with you in your purse, pocket, etc.  
Bring it with you when you come to church, and simply plug it into one the receivers.  At the end of 
the service, unplug the ear bud to take with you until the next time. 
 
BASKETBALL VOLUNTEERS:   We are looking for any interest in forming a basketball league for 
students in Grades 1 – 3.  What we need at this time are a few parents to volunteer to coach our team.  
They would have practice one night a week and both boys and girls would practice the same night and 
time.  We will try to keep it as simple as we can.  If you are interested in volunteering, please call 
Doug Willeman at 419-261-1372. 
 
CAMPBELL SOUP LABELS :  Our school collects Campbell Labels all year long.  Mrs. Damman 
and the 5th & 6th Graders have volunteered to clip, count, and bundle the labels for mailing.  We will 
be submitting our labels sometime in December and can get 2500 bonus points if we submit 2500 
labels.  To date we have collected 1,650 labels for submission.  Please help the cause!   
 
COLLECTING ALUMINUM POP/PULL TABS  – The PTL is collecting the pull tabs from 
aluminum cans to help support the Ronald McDonald House.  Money earned through the pop tab 
program is used to buy food for the families who stay at the Ronald McDonald House while their 
children receive medical care in Toledo.  There is a collection box in the school office.   
 
LWML MISSION GRANTS – Traveling Road Show….Building Hope in the City, working in the 
inner city of Cleveland, has expanded their work to several Southern Ohio congregations.  The Mighty 
LWML Mites will be at work sharing the Gospel message to urban families and children in Cincinnati. 
 
SIMPLY GIVING  is an automated giving program from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans which 
allows you to have your offerings debited directly from your bank account and electronically 
transferred to the church’s bank account.  Simply Giving would be particularly helpful if you travel, 
split your time during summer months between two homes or are overseeing an elderly persons 
finances.  One simple, easy to use authorization form can begin or change your electronic 
contributions amount.  Contact Joyce Wiechers in the office at 419-598-8961 for more details. 
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Wednesday, Nov. 25 at 7:30 p.m. 

“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 
 

 


